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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 
Rhoads et al. 

Application No.: 09/842,282 

Filed: April 24, 2001 
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APPARATUS AND METHODS 

Examiner: J. Couso 

Date: May 3, 2005 



Art Unit: 2621 
Confirmation No.: 5545 

CHRTTFTCATE OF TRANSMISSION 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER AND 
THE DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO AS BEING 
ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED HEREWITH ARE 
BEING PACSIMIUE TRANSMITTED ON May 3, 
2005, TO THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE AT: 703^746-4000. 




Swven W. Stewart 
Attorney for Applicants 



AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE AND 
REQUEST UNDER 37 CFR 1.48(b) 



Mail Stop Issue Fee 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



This Amendment and Request is responsive io the Notice of Allowance mailed 
February 16, 2005. Please enter the following amendments and consider the 
accompanying remarks. 
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A mendments to Inventorship : 

*Please delete Tony F. Rodriguez and Eric E. I:llingson as inventors of the 
presently claimed invention 
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A mendments to the Claims : 
1-21. (canceled) 

22. (previously presented): A method of printing documents in a network, the 
network comprising a steganographic decoder and a plurality of printing devices, wherein 
the network includes or communicates with a database, and wherein the database 
associates electronic files with plural-bit identifiers, said method comprising: 

receiving a plural-bit identifier, wherein the plural bit identifier is obtained from 
steganographic encoded data that is decoded from optical scan data, and wherein the 
optical scan data corresponds to a steganographically encoded physical document, and 
wherein the steganographic encoding comprises the plural-bit identifier, and wherein said 
decoding is carried out by the steganographic decoder to retrieve the plural-bit identifier; 

determining an associated electronic copy of the document through 
communication with the database which, with at least reference to the plural-bit 
identifier, identifies the associated electronic copy of the document; 

determining at least one of the plurality of printing devices to render the 
electronic copy of the document to, wherein said determining at least one of the plurality 
of printing devices to render the electronic copy of the document to is influenced by at 
least one of a location of the steganographic decoder, a location of the physical document 
and a location of an optical scanner which generated the optical scan data; and 

rendering the electronic copy of the document to the determined printing device. 
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23. (previously presented): The method according to claim 22, wherein the 
steganographic decoder comprises a handheld computing device, 

24. (previously presented): The method according to claim 22, wherein the 
determined printing device comprises a printing device located closest to the 
steganographic decoder. 

25. (previously presented): The method according to claim 22, wherein the 
database comprises a remote database. 

26 - 36, (canceled) 

37. (previously presented): The method of claim 22, wherein said determining 
which out of the plurality of printing devices to render the electronic copy of the 
document to is influenced through useT selection. 

38. (previously presented): The method of claim 22, wherein the network 
includes or communicates with the optical scanner, and wherein said determining which 
out of the plurality of printing devices lo render the electronic copy of the document to is 
influenced by a location of the optical scanner. 
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39. (currently amended): A method comprising: 

receiving optical scan data corresponding to a printed object, wherein the optical 
scan data is provided by a handheld computing device that includes an optical sensor; 

analyzing the optical scan data lo obtain a steganographic message embedded 
therein, wherein the steganographic message comprises plural-bit data; and 

triggering rendering of an electronic object deettfaeftt that is associated with the 
plural bit data through communication of the plural-bit data lo a network resource, 
wherein the electronic object docum e nt is rendered by a rendering device identified from 
a plurality of possible rendering devices, and wherein an identification of the rendering 
device is influenced by at least a location of the handheld computing device, and wherein 
the rendering device and the handheld computing device are separate devices. 

40. (previously presented): The method of claim 39, wherein the rendering 
device comprises a printer, 

4L (previously presented): The method of claim 39, wherein the handheld 
computing device further comprises a steganographic message decoder. 

42. (previously presented): The method of claim 41, wherein the steganographic 
message decoder comprises a digital watermark decoder. 
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43. (previously presented): The method of claim 39, wherein the communication 
comprises wireless communication. 

44. (previously presented): The method of claim 39> further comprising 
receiving a message from the network resource indicating at least one of a location of the 
rendering device and an identification of the rendering device. 

45. (previously presented): The method of claim 39, wherein the location of the 
handheld computing device comprises al least a physical location. 
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AMENDMENT REMARKS 



Applicants greatly appreciate the Notice of Allowance mailed February 16, 2005. 
Claim 39 has been amended to change the term ^electronic document" to -electronic 
object--. 

Applicants expressly reserve the right to prosecute the canceled claims in one or 
more continuing applications. 

Favorable consideration is requested. 



Applicants respectfully requests that Tony F. Rodriguez and Eric E. Ellin gson be 
deleted as inventors in the present application. It is acknowledged that the deleted 
inventors* invention is no longer being claimed in the present application, (Applicants 
note that claims 1-21 and 26-36 were cancelled by the Examiner's Amendment, to 
remove withdrawn claims, in an Examiner's amendment accompanying the Notice of 
Allowance.). A supplemental application data sheet is filed herewith to note the change. 

The Office is hereby authorized to charge our deposit account no. 50-1071 to 
cover the processing fee ($130.00) under 37 CFR 1.) 7(i) for this inventor deletion, and 
any other fees associated with this request. 

Conclusion 

Favorable consideration is requested. The Office is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at 503-469-4685 with any questions. 



REQUEST UNDER 37 CFR 1 »48(b) 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 3, 2005 



DIGtMARC CORPORATION 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 23735 




Phone: 503-469-4800 
FAX 503-469-4777 



Steven W- Stewart 
Registration No. 45,133 
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Inventor Information 

Inventor One Given Name:: 

Family Name:: 

Name Suffix:: 

Postal Address Line One:: 

Postal Address Line Two:: 

City of Residence:: 

State or Province of Residence: 

Country:: 

Postal or Zip Code:: 
Citizenship Country:: 

Inventor Two Given Name- 
Family Name:: 
Name Suffix- 
Postal Address Line One:: 
Postal Address Line Two- 
City of Residence:: 
State or Province of Residence:: 
Country:: 

Postal or Zip Code:: 
Citizenship Country- 



Geoffrey B. 
Rhoads 

2961 SW Turner Road 

West Linn 

OR 

USA 

97068 

USA 

Trent J. 
Brundage 

16225 SW O'Neill Ct. 

Tigard 

OR 

USA 

97223 

USA 



Inv e ntor Throo - G i von Namo f^ Tony F. 

Family Na m o : -^ Redfigusz 
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City of Residence: -; 
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Portlan d 



St ate-o r Provinc e of Residonoo::— QR- 



Counlry ^ 

Pos t a l or Zip Code:: 



-USA 



Citizenship Country:: 



-USA 
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Country:: 
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USA 

97225-7008 
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